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Dr, Joshua Lederberg

Derartment of Geretics 10/9/56
University of wisconsin 10/15/56
Madison 6, Jdisconsin.

Dear Joshua and Esther:
Thanks for the letter and the enclosures.

I have looked over Kurahashi's MS and sent it on with a note to
Kalckar. I made no changes or suggestions other than a couple of typo's.
( I was surprised to note in your letter that you thought that the ''genetic
background"of %-3%178 "is iLhere ore less settled than for the members...").

I was surprised to hear that Kellenberger is working on heterogenotes.
But he is not alone for lL.atarget told me yesterday that Weigle is also
working on tlhis zspect of the problem. Beyond that I know nothing of his
work. Kellénberger's letter is not very specific and T don't know whether
he is working with K-12 and if so with any of the Gal mutants that we have,
I hope that he gets the importance of dg}gg retﬁﬁﬁ;on tests on Gal. g've
never had a culture that went to Gal-Lp that either segregated Ly or
its Gal reversions segregated. I'll get togethef a sumwary of the segregation
studies on W2868, which I've studied fairly well ( segregation,classification
of sdgregants, and some zood reversion studies). As you remember I'm scheduled
for a talk in N w I rk at the Academy on November 19. XX I've been debating
just what to say there outside of the generalities of review statehents. This
might be a place to put down some of the r/s data. I'm not sure as to how
it could be presented as an isolated paper, the most it could be would be
descrpitive, and this might be more easily handled #¥ in a review of the
lambda system. I hate to lose the data because I don't feel that it has lead
to logicsl conclusions, but some of these other people will publish it in
incomplete form. From a statement of Latarget I believe that weigle almast
has a manuscript on the production of transducing lambda. I infer this from
a question that he asked about the burst size. I'm still not satisfied with
mv dataj; mostly from the standpoint of presentability resther than from the
conclusions that I can draw. I hate to publish things hastily or before I'm
resdy to. Maybe I'll have to, to keep from losing the data. Some of the
experiments that Kellenberger et al are considering I did two years ago.

I just got my rotator this week and can now make lysates and do lytic
excvermments. I've planned a couple of one steps this week and if they are
satisfactory I'll try to get aMS5 together however brief it may be.

I've not had much sucess with ual mutants in #3100, They have been ’////;77
few and none that turned out clear cut from Gal, or Gal, groups. There were
a couple non-traznsd. but what to do with them. } have also been looking at
#3142 and its progenitors w2733 and 42734, This has been by crosses. I'm not
sure now that this mutation is distant from the gal group. With 2753 and Gall
I get few protos but from 2-%0% Gal+., With 2774 T get few Gal+ and many
protos. This is in agreement with Esther's view that there is another makker
in 273%. These cultures with the other “als have given low percentages of

Gal+. I'm at astate where 1 would not make any observations on distinctions
between 3142 2nd the other Gal-.
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I've got some cne helping me in the lab natt of the time. Unfortunately
this means the: ' have more trouble getting paper work done, which is what
I really need most now. I'll have to hole up for a couple of days and get
this stuff summarized. -

I have been thinking about the possibility of stopping in Madison on
the X¥¥% woy back from liew York but have not as yet made definite planms. Will
you peaple be there at that time ? I met Dr. Benjamin at a party the other
evening. He is really a remarkable individual. The combination of interests
that he has is amazing. {At this stage your letter inviting me to Madison 5
came. I will try to make it and will let you know more later about my planép

This afternoon we are having a seminar from George klein. lsuppose
that you ljave zlready seen him and tzlked over all his latest results. His
X¥% topic here is general- " Exptl, studies on the mech. of tumor, progression'.
I suess(as you experienced) that the szudifice will be small and sudued., uatanéet
was a bit disappointed T believe, because there were no questions after his
talk. I told him later that the people most interested were the ones that he
had spent the day with, and they had few guestions left.I found his talk
interesting but some of his conclusions were based on opinion. He was pleasant
and rdelvise and I had home to lunch one day.

Helvise has gone to work 'iere in the medical school. In the Ob. dept.
but not as material. sShe is setting up a tissue culture program, whose
purpose is a bit obscure to all. An Ub who took .ed's course is in chagge
and he has not decided what Lo do. iost mstters requiring decision around
here gravitetg to Ted co that I =uppowe he will give the project a dirgction.

Je received our absentee ballots to day from Bareis, city clerk. e
will vote them but I am still uncertain whether it is legal. You got any

opinions 7.

As evr,




